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Dear Sir:  Opinion No, 0-3788
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“provisions of Senate Bill YWo. 43, Acts of
the 47th Leglslature, are lumber companies
rermitted to register their trucks at the
reduced rates therein provided if they ars
used exclusively to haul timber grown on
lands owned by the sald coapany to thelr
mills for rrocessing?® '

Seotion 4 of Senate Bill 43 provides as follows:

_ ramond Acts 1929, 41s% Legislature,
- Becond Called Session, puge 173, Chapter
" g8, Section 6o, as edded Aots 1933, 4ord
- Yegislature, First Called Gesslon, page
82, Chapter 27, Section 1, as amended
Acts 1834, 43rd legislature, Third called
Session,; page 75, Chapter 36, 3Jection 1,
80 a3 to hereaftor read as follows:

*tSectlon 6e., When a commerclal
motor vehiclo sought to be registered end.
used by the ovmer thereof only in the tmna-
portation of his ocwn poultry, dairy, live-
- 8tock, livestock rroducts, tizber in its
. - natursl state, and ferm products to market,
-+ 0r %0 other points for sale or processing,
.. or the transportation by the owner theroof
. of laborers from their placo of residence,
and meterials, tools, equipment and sup-
plies, without charge, from the place of
. purchase or storage, to his ocwa farm ox
ranch, exoclusively for his own udce, or use
- on such farm or raach, ths registration
-3icense fee, ror the welght classificatlions
herein mentioned, shall be r£ifty (5C75) per
cent of the registration fee: rresoribed for
welght clesgssifications in Seotion € of the
Act hereby axended, es amended in this Aot
provided further, that 1t shall be the duty
- of the Xighway Cormission to provide license
vlates distinpguishable from llcense prlates
used for cther comnercial moyor vehicles
uging the highways; provided furthor, if the
© owner of any conmeroial rotor vahicle, con-
ing within tho provisions of this Aot, shall
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uso or peralt to be used any such vehiols
for any other purpose than those provided
for in this Aect, he shall be gulltiy of a
nisdeaeanor, and upon conviction, shall be
-fined in any sun not less than Twenty-five
f £25,00) Dollars nor more than Two MHunired
{§200,00) Dollars, and each use of such ve~
'fhiole and each permission for suck use of
..8uch vehlole shall constitute a ascparate
offense; -provided, however,’ tnat al) oom-
nmeroial motor vahicles, truck trectors,
road tractors, trailers and sea¢-tra11ers
a8 defincd in Section 1 of Chapter 23 of
- the General Laws of the Fifth Callsd: Gas~
sion of the 41ist Legislature, net coming
within the provislions of thias Act shall
‘be required to pay &ll rogistration and
license fess prescribed by the other pro-
vigions of Chepter 88, General Lawa of
the 4lst Leglislabure, Scécond Called Segw .
sion aa amended by this Achi® -ff_.

The =bdove quotled amendment inoluded within
Article 6875a~Ca of VYernonts Annotated Civil dtatutes the
classiflication of %®timber in its patursl state* for the
Tirst time. 3Jubsequent to tho above aucted arxendront this
departnent ruled in opinion Wo, 0-3317 as followa: -

. "in the ebove enactment tie 1egislature
© included for the firat time, the classifica-
~.$ion eof *timber in its hatural state.! Un-
questionably cedar posts would come within
this legislative oclasaification. Therefore
an individusl mey ia our opinion, oporate

" a velilcle with a farn license thereon ay
provided in 3ection Ga, 3upra, and haul
cedar posts cut off or land that sald in-~

dividual ovinS .

" x & %

w % & ¥Y¢ 4g the opinlcn of this
department thereforce that the individual
who purchases tinmber from others or who

A
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leasss land for the sole purpose of remov-

jng timber therefrom would not be entitled

to the *farm license' provided for in Arti- -
ole 6675a~8a, pupra, * ¥ ¥ v :

Under the facts set out in your letber the company
owms the land fronm which the loga arc belng ocut. It is our
opinion that in such a case the company would be in the same
position as the individual who hauls cedar posts which he
has cut from his own land -~ that is entitled to & license et
the reduced foe set out in Seotlion 6a of the Reglistration
Law, supra. ¥e furbher beliove that from a reeding of said
Section it iz clear that the Legislature intended for any-
one operating motor vehicles to transyort timber in its
natural state growan on his own land to be ablo to use sald _
vehiols for the purpose of trensporting laborers to the land
for purpose of rexmoving said timber in its najvural state,

- ¥e do pot believe that any company or individual
could haul tirber in its natural state which he had pur- -
chased from others or which he had taken off of lend leased
for yurposes of removing the timber thercfrom in a commercial
. motor vehicle with a license obtained under Sectlion 6a, supra.
We also do not beliove that any individual could haul lumber
or &ny other commodity made from timber after the timber in
4ts patural state had been processed, regardless of whether
the tizber in its natural state had been taken off land owned
by the individual or not. It 1s our opinion also, that if a
company owns land it may use a notor vehicle which has a i~
ocnse sccured under Section 6a,’ supra, to haul logs 1In their
natural state cut from such land and also to heul laborers
to the land for the purpose of cubting such timber,

Yours very truly . .

ED JUL m AMTORHEY GENERAL A% TEXAD
| By .’:;;;7 /
| By
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